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this issue is printers. You will find a review of the Atari 
1020 Color Plotter, the Panasonic KX-P1080i, and General 
Electric's thergal transfer printer. So, we've got a 
selection of printers including a conventional 9-pin dot 
tatrix impact printer, a not so conventional thermal transfer 
printer, and a color plotter which draws with a pen and ink 
in four colors. 


We had hoped to have other printers represented in this 
edition of BRACBBITS, but nobody except Pat Danridge, took 
us up on our request. 


We are happy to see that aost of our aembers do attend most 
of the meetings. Hopefully, you will find the aeeting coning 
ap on Tuesday, January 20th to be very informative. Ye vill 
have a good assortment of printers, printer sanuals, and 
denonstration sheets on display at this meeting. If you 
signed up to bring your printer and {t's documentation, 
please remember to bring then to the aeeting, If you have 
not pade up your demo sheet, please have it ready by this 
Tuesday. Also, ve would like to thank the members vho are 
bringing their printers to the meeting for the BIG PRINTER 
DEMONSTRATION for their tine and effort. 


We woald like to remind you that B.8.A.C.8. needs yoor input. 
Yes, just like #5 in the current aovie, SHORT CIRCUIT, 
B.R.A.C.2. HERDS INPUT!! PLEASE, let us know what you voald 
like to see in the coning months, either in BRACEBITS or as a 
program at the neetings. This is YOUR CLUB. And the 
programs and newsletter are only as good as the aembers let 
then be. 


You will notice, if you look at the list of officers, that 
Pat Danridge is our new &ditorial Assistant. We voold like 
to thank her for her contributions to the club and to 
BRACEBITS, 


Ve are going to be exchanging newsletters with the following 
newsletters and their respective clubs: THE ACCESS KY fron 
Atari Computer Club Enconmpassing Suburban Sacramento, 
COMPUTER S$.A.I.L. PAPER from the Serious Atari Interests of 
Louisiana, and THE POKBY PRESS! from The Atari Computer Clob 
Of The Palm Beaches. All of the above newsletters are going 
to be available in the library at the January aeeting. 


WE ARE NOW AN OFFICIAL ATARI USBR'S GROUP!! We are receiving 
the Atari User Group Mews and other memos, as they become 
available. Also, this material vill be available in the 
library and can be checked out for your reading pleasure. 


Sle 


Atari Computer Bathusiasts). All contents, anless othervise 
noted, are public donain and available for daplication. This 
newsletter is created by and for dues paying members of 
B.R.A.C.B. It Is also available on an exchange basis with any 
other Atari asers group. Neither B.8.4.C.8. nor BRACB BITS is 
affiliated with the Atari Corp.. Atari and the POJI syszbol are 
registered trademarks of Atari Corp. Any reference to any 
trademark should be so noted and ts acknowledged. The articles 
in this newsletter are the opinions of the authors and do not 
necessarily reflect that of the officers or the group. 


Any dues paying member of B.8.4.C.8. may submit an article to 
the editor for publication. the deadline for subaissions is the 
first tuesday of the aonth the newsletter is due out. Articles 
pay be edited and/or published at the descretion of the editor. 
Articles may be mailed to Hal Hason, 258 8B. High st. 49, 
Lexington, KY 40508 or submitted via eodem to ae at 
§06-255-5989. You will need to call me first in order to 
arrange a tine for ne to have ay good ol’ Atari set up for auto 
answer. Atari¥riter is the preferable format, but any ASCII 
format will be acceptable. 


B.R.A.C.8. meets the third fuesday of the month at 7:30 P.H. 
The site of the meeting each sonth will be published in 
BRACEBITS and posted on The Missing Link BBS. The public. is 
welcone to attend our meetings, but access to the library and 


the newsletter are limited to dues paying members of B.R.A.C.8. 
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The Presidential Suite 
by Dan Claudy 


I don't know about you, but this new Multi I/O Board fron ICD 
sure has me excited. There are two versions, 256K and 1 HEG 
(yes, I did not stutter, over 1 million bytes). The board 
doesn't just increase your memory, it gives you a parallel 
interface (substitute 850 interface) and the capability of 
connecting to industry standard hard drives. I know someone 
who has one. I won't mention names, but his initials are Bob 
Williams. Sorry Bob, it just slipped. 


The ST market is still brisk. I see new titles advertised 
with almost every issue of the Atari specific magazines. 
Atari is also advertising in non-Atari specific magazines. A 
new machine is on the horizon for the good ole US of A. Its 
already been introduced in Rurope. Say, you Sf users. Grab 
the spotlight, gain glamour and have fun. 

to write the S$? column for this newsletter! 


Last month's Holiday Party "meeting" was a resounding 
success. If you weren't there, you missed a good time. Oh, 
yes, hats off to Steve Isert who rescued all from the 
continuous playing of the B.R.A.C.B. Christmas Disk by buying 
the last one. If anyone wants a copy, please place your 
order with an officer. The cost is $2.00 and the disk 
contains one vhole side of AMS Christmas Music produced by 
our own Norma Williams. The other side has some BASIC 
programs of a holiday nature as well as an animated Christmas 
Card. 


This month will feature a printer survey. We will have a 
number of printers on display with DOCs as well as a print 
sample. Bob Williams has graciously agreed to operate on 
Chris Dotson's drive by adding a write protect switch (or at 
least that's what Chris thinks, he, he, he!). As always, 
there is also time for questions from the floor and advice to 
fellov members. 


Don't forget, we need to appoint a member as Secretary as 
Horma has asked to be relieved of that part of the 
Secretary/Treasurer position. The officers will entertain 
any recommendations the members may have. We also need to 
form a search committee to locate a permanent meeting place. 
We have been fortunate in securing the library for each of 
neetings ve have wanted to hold there. That could fall thro 
since we cannot reserve the library for more than one meeting 
at a time. If you have any ideas, please share them with us 
and/or check them out yourself. We currently meet the third 
Tuesday of each month. We could change that if necessary. 
See you at the meeting!!! 


DAK 
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XH-301 PIX 


Quick fix for the XH-301's which don't allow loading from the 
disk drives. Install 470 ohm resistors on lines 3,9, & 13 in 
Side the XH-301. Unsolder the lines (they're numbered) and 
insert the resistor on the board standing up, and solder fron 
the bottom. Then clip the excess. 


Take the wires, connect close to the resistor on the top side, 
and clip the excess. Works fine. 


Fron the ATARI GAZETTE, January 1987, a publication of THR ATARI 
BXCHANGE OF LOUISVILLE 


BDITORS' HOTE: 


TAMPERING WITH THE IM-301 MODEM BEFORE THE WARRANTY EXPIRES WILL 
VOID THE WARRANTY 


December Hinutes 
by Noraa Williaas 


The last meeting was our Christmas meeting at Rick's Place on 
Waller Ave. We had a nice turn out, from 20 to 25 members made 
Ree 


At the meeting we had the B.R.A.C.B. Christmas disk on sale and 
it was displayed on a wide screen T.¥. until the last disk was 
sold. We only had five copies at the meeting, but more can be 
made available upon request. 


A drawing was made this meeting and Geoff Bartenhagen won The 
Adventure Creator by Spinnaker. 


PLOT YOUR WAY TOQ BETTER GRAPHICS 
By Phillip Taylor 


How would you like to add hard copy color graphics to your 
Atari 8 bit computer? Yes, you say? But won't it be 
expensive you ask? You say you had problems enough 
convincing your significant other that a moden would justify 
its cost in free software you could download? What if you 
could get excellent color graphics for less than $50.00, and 
that's including software? Sure, you say, but where do I 
steal the printer? Good news, you don't have to commit a 
felony, just read this article for the details. 


The best quality graphics I have seen to date is the least 
expensive of all the ways to get graphics. It consists of a 
1020 plotter and a piece of software called SCREEN PLOT, used 
in conjunction with a Koala Pad, a joy stick art program, or 
an Atari Touch Tablet. 


The reason that the quality of the graphics, when compared to 
the cost of the hardware, software combination, is so good is 
because of the design of the 1020. It consists of 4 ink 
pens, red, green, black, and blue. The drawing on the 1020 
is plotted out pixel by pixel from the screen in whichever 
color you choose. 


The unit is about the size of a 1010 tape drive, daisy 
chainable, and easily understood. It comes with paper and 
spare pens but when you need more, you can hop down to the 
nearest Radio Shack and get nore at a minimal cost. It loads 
like an adding machine with its 4" roll paper and plots 
fairly quietly. The best news of all is its price. It ts 
available by nail order for around $30.00. Its list when it 
came out was around $300.00. 


the software, Screen Plot, is equally easily understood. It 
is part of Antic magazines collection of software and is 
available through the Antic Catalog for 12.95. The program 
is basically a damp program for the plotter. It reads your 
Koala Pad or Atari Touch Tablet art works and sends ther to 
the plotter. It works for most all screen artist prograns 
including those developed for joysticks. The results are 
fantastic. You get a 4 color plot of your artworks that 
compares favorably with vhat you see on your monitor. 


There are a few problem with the set-up however. It takes a 
long time for the plotter to plot a large picture. Also the 
size limits on the picture are limited by the size of the 
paper in the 1020 plotter. But it prints it sideways so the 
dimensions of a large picture is approximately 3 3/4" by 5 
1/2" inches. However that is still quite useable for greeting 
cards, color reproductions and blow ups, or just showing off 
your work to friends vhen you are not near your computer. 


One other problem that deserves special attention is the lack of 
good documentation for the 1020 printer. Frankly the 
documentation does not do the printer or it's capabilities 
justice. The codes for the printer are given in the 
documentation but it does not go into detail on anything. This 
is a leftover from the Warner commanication days when it was 
assumed that people who bought Ataris were just interested in 
"plugging it in and letting it work". This is remedied to a 
small extent by the Screen Plot program since the disk comes 
with a listable basic version of the program so a aser could go 
{n an take out a few subroutines to study or use. 


If you vould like to get into color printing at a nominal cost 
check this system out. If you have the 1020 plotter already 
then you are halfway there. Get the most out of your Atari 
while not spending a fortune. 
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PANASONIC KX-P10801 
PRINTER REVIEV 
by Hal Sason 


I receatly purchased a Panasonic KX-P1080i printer. This is 
a review of that printer. But first, I want to explain why I 
decided to purchase the Panasonic printer over other highly 
rated printers, such as the Star Micronics §X-10, Atari 
TMM-801, and several Bpson Models. 


First of all, I vas looking for the following features in a 
printer: dot matrix for graphics capabilities and speed, 4LQ 
(near letter quality), and affordable price. Also, 
conpatibility with a graphics program such as PRINT SHOP vas 
a consideration. The Atari printer qualified as a lov priced 
dot matrix priater, but did not have LQ or compatibility 
with PRINT SHOP; so, it went to the bottom of ay list. Sone 
Bpson sodels had all the features I was looking for except 
affordable price; so, they were next in line only if I could 
find one at a bargain price. ‘That left the Star Hicronics 
and Panasonic printers at the top of the list: both printers 
net ny criteria and had about the sane features. The 
Panasonic moved ahead in preference because of several plus’ 
in it's favor, such as, BLQ in pica, elite, compressed, 
expanded, and IBM elite vs. the Star's HLQ In pica only; a 
tvo year varranty vs. a one year warranty; and a lower quoted 
price from all of the mail order houses. Also I wasn't too 
pleased with the idea of having to purchase Star Micronic's 
printer interface instead of an Atari 850, Microprint, an Hee 
1150, or a PsR:CONNBCTION. Since I found the Panasonic in 
stock at a store with both and the Panasonic had the best 
price and it was ay top preference, on Nov. 15, 1986 I 
purchased ay new Panasonic priater. 


I have not regretted ay choice one bit. The Panasonic is a 
fantastic printer for the aoney. Let's look at sone of it's 
features in detail. It is relatively fast in draft mode (it 
is advertised as 100 CPH, but the manual claims 120 CPM). 
While it's WLQ speed is nothing to write home about, it is a 
respectable 25 CPM. For exanple, the bills which I print out 
for ay paper customers took about one hour on ay Atari 1027 
compared to a mere § minutes on the Panasonic. I do take 
advantage of the draft speed; but, [ print oat in elite type, 
which is not obviously from a dot matrix printer. So auch 
for speed, let's move on to HLQ. 


the featare which impresses ne the nost about the Panasonic 
aad pakes it stand out above most other printers is it's HLQ. 
First of all, the WLQ sede on the Panasonic printer is 
excellent. A certain consumer wagazine rated it their top 
choice because of it's ontstanding NLQ acde. And to top that 
off, the Panasonic prints WLOQ in FIVE HODES vs. most printers 
QHE MODE. Hence, we are able to print BRACEBITS in 
COMPRESSED WLQ. We vould have had to settle for Pica on gost 


other printers or Blite with a real letter quality printer. The 
HUQ node 1g selectable by a switch located at the Eront of the 
printer or by control codes. , 


If you're into IBH type, the Panasonic can do that in draft and 
BLQ. This is where the j in the nodel number cones fron. 


Other features of the Panasonic printer {nclede: bi-directional 
logic seeking printing, low noise (only 60 db A), standard &8-bit 
Centronics parallel interface, tractor and friction feed and the 
tractors are adjastable from 3 to 10 inck fanfold paper, Epson 
PX-80 compatibility, proportional space printing (eat your heart 
out, Dan}, and a IK text batter. 


Oh yes, the 10801 also has four word processing features, vhich 
can come in very handy for anyone who prints out from Basic. 
There are commands for the Centerlng of lines, right 
justification, left alignment, and right alignment. 


throw all of this in, plus italics, subscripts, superscripts, 
emphasized and double pass printing, IBM graphics medes, and 
international character sets (9 choices, I think). 


Does this printer have any bad features? I haven't found any. 
Though, {t vould be alce if they (and most other sanufacturers) 
would place the Centronics port on the side of the printer so 
that the cable doesn't interfere with the feeding of fanfold 
paper, That is the only design change that I would make, if I 
were {n charge. 


The Panasonic KX-PLO80{ 1s a FANTASTIC printer. I give it ay 
highest recommendation. It a printer that is hard to beat for 
any price and, vhen you take into consideration it's low price 
of around $190.00 from sost mail order firas, it is jost about 
impossible to beat. So, if you're in the warket for a printer, 
I would recomaend the Panasonic printer without any hesitation. 


If DORS If ALLEL 
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THE GENERAL ELECTRIC PRIETER: 
$0, WHO MADE THIS ANYWAY? 


By Patricia B. Danridge 


Some months ago, I was in Service Merchandise looking at 
their computers and software and saw a rather nice sale price 
on this Model 3-8100 letter quality thermal printer. 
Normally they sold this one for $199.95, but its sale price 
was $129.95! As I was in the market for a good dot matrix 
graphics printer, and less well known products always appeal 
to me, I took it hone. 


What a deal that was, I thought, until I tried to get more 
information on the sort of cable it needed and its 
compatability with printer drivers. You can bay 8's 
interface for the Atari computer, which includes the 
appropriate cable, but I wanted to use my Atari 850 
interface. I found out that it is a Centronics type printer 
and soon after that bought the appropriate cable at Reality 
World. The next step: what printer driver will work while 
using the Atariwriter Plus? G's people were not too helpful 
with this. I don't think they made it themselves. It took 
three phone calls to find out that the GE printer is Epson 
compatible. It turned out to be somevhat compatible with the 
Bpson printer driver for Atariwriter Plus, but for graphics 
using Printshop, it works best with the Centronics printer 
driver. 


This GB printer can put out text in most of the usual 
fonts--pica (default), elite, compressed and double width--in 
a reasonable time, 25 cps in near letter quality mode or 50 
cps in draft mode, and fairly quietly. This printer , which 
does not have a tractor feed, uses a single pass ribbon to 
burn the characters into regular computer paper. Although GE 
is the primary (stingy) vendor of the ribbons, the difficulty 
of procuring same influencing Service Herchandise's decision 
to discontinue the printer, all is not lost. Until they 
become available in Lexington, one can use thermal paper to 
print most documents. This does not require a ribbon. For 
the time being, I use thermal paper to print ay term papers 
and other things and then take them to be photocopied. The 
thermal paper can be purchased in packages of six rolls 
(81/2" x 100") at Radio Shack for about $10.00. 


The wanual which comes with the 3-8100 is pretty thorough, 
providing information on powering up, maintenance, interface 
connector and dip switches, and control codes. It 
illustrates the use of many of the control codes with some 
BASIC programs. When I tried out some of these programs, I 
found that they vere written in IBM BASIC, which does odd 
things, compared to Atari BASIC, such as using LPRIET 
commands within a loop, and adding strings as if they were 
numeric data. Opening a channel to the printer and using 


PRINT commands within the loop took care of most of the problems 
in the programs. With regard to the problem of string addition 
in the manual's programs, if anyone has an idea on how to 
translate such a program into something vhich an Atari computer 
can do, let me know. ‘The program in question prints out the GE 
logo with a reversed head bit-image graphic mode. 


Overall, though, I like the printer. It amuses ae that GE, 
which has never put out a computer, has a printer which few of 
its own consumer products personnel know anything about. Its 
Tegular price, nice graphics (see below for a sample) and 
general features pat it in a comparable level with many 
printers, but there are two main differences that I see which 
give it an edge, if only GE vould look at the printer seriously: 
a FIVE YRAR WARRANTY and its small size (14" x 11" x 6%, 
including the thermal paper holder), the latter of which makes 
it possible for me to put it on a shelf of ny bookcase with room 
for the 850 interface. 


Desioned by PE Danridge 
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